Effect of age on the binding of lectin 125I-PHA-B to pancreatic islets of rat in vitro and stimulation of some cellular events.
Agaricus bisporus lectin (PHA-B) stimulates insulin release in vitro. The stimulation is associated with increased conversion of proinsulin to insulin in the isolated islets of Langerhans of rats. Both these functions are directly proportional to the binding of I125 PHA-B, which is more marked in the islets from younger rats. The lectin binding to islets is not affected by glucose concentration in the medium.